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Our results provide the first epidemiological evidences of cytologically diagnosed childhood thyroid
diseases among 55,054 children and suggest a high incidence of thyroid cancer and possibly also of
autoimmune thyroid disease around Chernobyl. In radiosensitive children, the thyroid may be affected
directly or indirectly, by either immediate exposure to radiation or continuous exposure to low-dose
radiation in the contaminated area. To shed light on these possibilities, long-term follow-up studies
should be organized through international scientific cooperation. This study will serve as an important
data base for further analyses, and suggests that childhood thyroid diseases, including both neoplasms
and immunological disorders, are consequences of radioactive fallout.
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